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list.Residential support services, private psychiatric
hospitals and care home accommodation, inpatient
care for an individual patient and day patient care
for two or more individuals. Mental Health Act 1983
The Mental Health Act 1983 was originally intended
to prevent mentally ill individuals being detained by
the police and to extend the powers of hospitals to
provide emergency care and treatment to people
not detained by the police. Following the Mental
Health Act 2003, the main body responsible for the
application of the Act in the UK is the Care Quality
Commission. An advocate of the Mental Health Act
1983, Lord Dilhorne, was appointed the first Legal
Services Commissioner on the recommendation of
David Howell, and wrote the Act. Originally called
the Dilhorne Report, after it was printed and
distributed, the title was changed because of the

                               2 / 5



 

copyright row which followed. Lord Dilhorne's Report
was followed by two further reports in the period
prior to the Mental Health Act 1983: the Mitchell
Report and the MacPherson Report. The goal of
these Reports was to provide assistance to health-
care and social workers in applying the Act and its
regulations to patients who were: (a) in hospital, or
(b) in need of care and treatment, and (c) capable of
consenting to the treatment or the care. The
resulting legislation was known as the Mental Health
Act 1983. The Act was criticised for its focus on
inpatient care, and a number of social care services
were merged with inpatient services under the Act.
It was also criticised for permitting the use of
involuntary treatment methods such as forced
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