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A-.Q: Question regarding the word 'inconclusive' | was reading the Science
article on the discovery of atmospheric muons. | was confused about this
sentence in the last paragraph. Finally, the analysis of the highest energy
events, some that are described as “inconclusive”, did not show any
anomalous source. Would you please explain me the meaning of this
sentence? A: This is typical language for scientists who don't like to be
wrong, or at least they don't want the public to know. The public is used
to words like ‘clear' and 'agreed', but they do not like being told that they
are wrong. They state something as 'inconclusive' when the evidence
cannot currently be unambiguously interpreted as something positive.
That means that it is too early to accept the current interpretation. The
authors have not yet interpreted the data as suggesting that neutrinos
come from a new physics source. They are confident that they have the
right interpretation; but that interpretation does not yet incorporate the
latest data. Of all the defenses of the Cuban missile crisis — that we were
on the brink of nuclear Armageddon, that Mikhail Gorbachev was a saint
— the most compelling is that the crisis showed that nuclear weapons
could not be controlled. They point out that the Soviets had 120 warheads
(of which only 17 may have been operational), and that in theory each
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one could have hit multiple American targets. But in our movie, in the
case of “The Day After” — played by New Jersey, and one of those three
lucky states with no known nukes — all it takes is one. There is a reason
for this, as Joseph Nye pointed out, which we’ll come back to. The Soviets
could not so easily hide from our point-blank gaze their offensive nuclear
capacity as they had concealed their defensive ability to knock us out. If
missiles had flown across the Florida Straits, the world would have
changed rapidly, and very quickly. The Soviet Union would have found
itself in a nuclear club it couldn’t
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