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PDF WEB-FREE DOWNLOAD. The Van Rensselaer gentry was a family of

Dutch bankers, merchants, statesmen and patriots of New York. Van
Rensselaer learned to speak and write in Latin; was in the house of

William the Silent, Prince of Orange, a soldier and statesman of great
fame and influence, and who was subsequently executed for treason in
1584; and, being the grandson of Everts, the founder of the family, was

named after his estate, also called Van Rensselaer, in the Catskill
Mountains. Henry Van Rensselaer, called Henry IV, was born near Albany,

N. Y., 1654, and studied at King's College in New York. He was for a
number of years in the household of his uncle, Colonel Nicholas Van

Rensselaer, and after that of his brother, Col. Philip Van Rensselaer, also a
merchant of Albany. In 1670, he founded a company of Dutch settlers,

and, in 1672, he was appointed a magistrate and justice of the peace for
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Albany County. In 1682, the Dutch West India Company, the oldest and
largest commercial company in the world at the time, was formed, and

Van Rensselaer was
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