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states can be used to grant “civil unions” in lllinois. The decision clarifies that domestic partnerships,
which were instituted under lllinois law in 1991, are not the equivalent of same sex marriage. The
decision should end uncertainty about the legality of same sex marriages performed in other states,
but it does so in a way that could potentially cause problems for LGBT couples and their families in
lllinois. The court’s ruling does not include any analysis of the lllinois Marriage and Dissolution of
Marriage Act’'s language on marriage, which defines it as between a man and a woman. Civil unions,
as we know, do not have that definition. The ruling did not address a key aspect of the separation of
powers within the state: marriage has been defined by the legislature, not the judicial branch. A
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distinction between the role of state supreme courts when they are interpreting a state law that has
been set by the legislature, as in this case, versus when a court is interpreting a state constitution,
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