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note: This is the first in a series of columns on Cincinnati sports
topics. This week, I opened the mail with another Cincinnati Reds
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season ticket. You see, I’ve been bombarded with merchandise from
one Reds fan or another. For the grand total of $40.68, he bought me
a limited edition replica jersey (made of polyester of course) and even

a chipped baseball (real) to keep with me. If I’m honest, I probably
should have just been honest and said it was a gift. But then again,
baseball jerseys aren’t cheap, and I’m too cheap to break the news
that it was a giveaway, even when I have a disinterested and well-
meaning gift giver. So, at the risk of being branded a cheapskate, I

must admit that I’m OK with this jersey. It’s got some charm to it. It’s
also probably the world’s tackiest baseball jersey, with an English

Major’s hair and a brain capacity of four years old glued to it.
However, it’s unique, and as such has a certain appeal. I’ve got

another one. It’s an old-school Red jersey that came off a dude who
had it since Little League. He’s never worn it, but I’m going to let his
generosity be my Christmas present. I’m going to let the poor sap
keep the jersey until the day he decides to bring it out. By which I

mean, I’m going to wear it for e79caf774b
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